Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 2019

My beloved brothers and sisters, we have just heard the last words of the Blessed
VirginMaryinthe Gospels; butthey say everything: “DowhateverHetells you!”
This was the message of all of the Marian Apparitions throughout the two-
thousandyear history ofthe Church: “Dowhat He tells you!” She doesn’t often
speakinthe Sacred Scriptures; yet, whenever she does, her words reflect the very
WisdomofGod. Andwhenwe doasshetellsustodo, theresults are astounding
and miraculous.

Maryandthe apostles have beeninvitedto Canain Galilee forawedding. ltwas
the mostimportantday inthe life of ayoung man and a young woman. Evenfor
the poor, the Wedding celebration would lastfor days. Theywere treated like
KingsandQueens, becausethiswasthe oneblessingthatwas notforfeitdueto
the sinof Adamand Eve. One ofthe mostimportantelements of the feast, was
wine, notonly because itwas the only safe thing to drink because ofthe alcohal,
butalsobecauseitlightenedtheirheartsandwas asignof God’s blessingsand
greatcelebration, so much so, thatitwas offered as alibation offeringto God in
the Temple! Torunoutofwine, would have exposed this newly-wed couple to
greathumiliation bringing greatdishonortothemandtheirfamilies. Mary sees,
no doubt, because she was busy with the other women, serving and preparing the
many meals ofthe Wedding Feast. Itis her exquisite compassionforthemthat
brings this seemingly simple problem to Jesus, and brought about the incredible
miraclethatwas Hisveryfirstpublic miracle. Sowhatisthe Gospelteachingus?

First,itisthecompassionofMary, thatseeswhatmustbe done,andimploresher
SonJesustoactontheir behalf. One of her greattitlesis Mother of Mercy. She
looks at our human condition, and always intercedes for us, poor, banished
children of Eve. She stillimploresthe mercy of her Son Jesus for us, and He
always listens to her, because He loves her so much, and has entrusted the whole
realm of Mercy into her Heartand Hands. Thatis why we implore her helpand
intercession: Jesus always listensto His mother’s pleaonourbehalf! Thisis
reflected in one of my favorite prayers: the Memorare: “Remember Oh most
Gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who fled to your



protection, imploredyourhelp, orsoughtyourintercession,waseverleft
unaided...”

Secondly,shehasaskedustopraythe Rosaryeveryday,asthe mostpowerful
weaponintheUniverseagainstthe powersofevil. Why? Becauseitbringsusto
live inthe mysteries of our salvation atherknees, like alittle child, wherein she
teaches us aboutthe infinite mercy and love of our God! So powerful is this
prayer,thatitoncesavedallof ChristendomatLapontoinlitaly, whenlslamwas
threatening to destroy all of Christianity. She hastold us thatit will crushthe
head of Sataninourtimeandthroughit, Godwillacttosave us,onceagain. She
has also promisedthat she will lead us from “heightto heightinholiness of life!”
She hastold usthatthe daily Rosaryisasignof our predestinationto heaven.
Why, because she is God’s Mother, and Jesus made her our Mother too, as His
last act on earth before He died!

Finally, whenweliveinherheart, weliveinthe Heartof Jesus, becausethetwo
Hearts of Jesusand Mary cannotbe separated- itwasfromHer, thatthe Son of
Godtookhumanflesh. Godhasgivenherthe highesthonorinthe Universe: her
title as Mother of God- Theotokus. He will always listen to her plea for her
beloved children!



